SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY REGIONAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND

OPEN MINUTES

OCTOBER 26, 2020
ZOOM MEETING
5:45 PM

Meeting of Executive Committee called to order by Chair Mevoli.  Open Public Meetings notice read into record.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE

ROLL CALL OF 2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

	Michael Mevoli, Chairman
	Borough of Brooklawn
	Present

	M. Joseph Wolk, Secretary
	Borough of Mt. Ephraim 
	Present 

	Louis Di Angelo
	Borough of Bellmawr 
	Present

	Terry Shannon
	Borough of Barrington
	Present

	Jack Lipsett
	Gloucester City
	Present

	Neal Rochford

                     Edward Hill
  
Robert Maybury          
	Haddonfield

CCBOSS
Mt. Holly MUA
	Absent
Present
Present



APPOINTED PROFESSIONALS PRESENT:
	Executive Director/Adm.
	PERMA Risk Management Services 

Emily Koval
Karen Kamprath



	Program Manager
	Conner Strong & Buckelew
Maggie Friel


	Attorney

Fund Auditor

Medical TPA – AmeriHealth
Medical TPA – Aetna
Express Scripts


	J. Kenneth Harris, Esq.
Absent
Kristina Strain
Jason Silverstein
Kyle Colalillo
Ken Rostkowski



	Treasurer
	Lorraine Verrill

Mike Zambito



PRESENT FUND COMMISSIONERS AND PROFESSIONALS:
Suzanne Wood

D Weiss

Kim Porter

Sherry Conklin

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September 28, 2020 Open
MOTION TO APPROVE OPEN MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2020:
	Moved:
	Commissioner Wolk

	Second:
	Commissioner Lipsett 

	Vote:
	Unanimous




CORRESPONDENCE – None
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
FINANCIAL FAST TRACK – Executive Director said the month of august was a little high but the fund does have a statutory surplus of $12.6 million and remains in a health position. 
2021 BUDGET ADOPTION 
Executive Director said the 2021 budget for adoption is included. She said there are no changes from introduction. Executive Director said the draft rates that were previously distributed can be considered final with the adoption of the budget. 
MOTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2021 BUDGET:
	Moved:
	Commissioner DiAngelo

	Second:
	Commissioner Shannon

	Vote:
	Unanimous




MOTION TO CLOSE THE HEARING ON THE 2021 BUDGET:
	Moved:
	Commissioner Shannon

	Second:
	Commissioner Wolk

	Vote:
	Unanimous




MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 28-20 AND APPROVE THE 2021 SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY REGIONAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $43,045,212:
	Moved:
	Commissioner Maybury

	Second:
	Commissioner Wolk 

	Vote:
	7 Ayes, 0 Nays



AMERIHEALTH (AHA) CONTRACT

Executive Director said we have continued to work with AHA on updating their contract.  We have reached a verbal agreement on many items and are awaiting their redraft of the contract. She said we should have a fully executed copy by the end of the year once it is finalized. 
AUDITOR RFP

Executive Director said the Contracts Committee met to finalize the recommendation for the Auditor position. She said the Committee reviewed all final responses and are recommending staying with the incumbent Bowman & Company. She said although their price is slightly higher than the other 2 responses, the decision will be based on their experience with the Fund.  
FINANCE COMMITTEE
 Executive Director said a few groups in the Fund received higher than anticipated increases this year, particularly for groups with only medical in the Fund.  There has been a few requests to revisit the release of another dividend.  We recommend a Finance Committee zoom call prior to the November meeting to discuss options.

INDEMNITY AND TRUST AGREEMENTS

Executive Director said in order to be in compliance with the Fund bylaws all members should have a current indemnity & trust agreement with the Fund that also needs to be filed with the State. Please reach out to kkamprath@permainc.com for a blank form and resolution to renew membership to be executed.  

PROGRAM MANAGERS REPORT 
NEW BUSINESS 

Program Manager said there are two new groups that will be joining the Fund. Winslow Township has joined for a MAPDP and Gloucester Township has joined for medical and prescription.  

CONNER STRONG COVID-19 RESOURCES

Conner Strong & Buckelew has compiled a database of COVID-19 resources available to our clients.  To access the resource center please use the link below.  

· Link-https://www.connerstrong.com/insights/covid-19-resource-center/
ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT

Program Manager said as a reminder the annual SNJREBF Open Enrollment began on 10/19/2020 and will close on 10/30/2020.  The deadline for entities to enter Open Enrollment changes in Benefit Express is 11/6/2020.  As in the past, this will be a passive Open Enrollment. This means that only members who want to make a change need to complete an open enrollment form.  Members who want to keep their current elections do not need to take any action.

ESI UPDATE
Pharmacy Network Update 
Program Manager said ESI announced they are removing a select group of underutilized pharmacies from their National Plus Network which includes Kroger, Safeway and Publix effective November 1, 2020.  She said there are no impacted members in the Fund.  

2021 NOTICE OF CREDITABLE COVERAGE (NOCC)
Program Manager said the annually NOCC was mailed out between September 16th and September 27th 2020. In response to Commissioner Shannon, Program Manager said the notice gets mailed to all Medicare eligible members.  
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Executive Order #172

Program Manager said at last month’s meeting we reported on Executive Order #172 allowing entities in the State Health Benefit Plan (SHBP) to waive the normal waiting period for new hires, allowing them to enroll in health benefits upon date of hire. As of 10/16/2020, 4 total groups have submitted an amendment to their plan documents to waive the waiting period.    

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES
There are not updates to report at this time. 

TREASURER'S REPORT – Deputy Treasurer reviewed the bills list and treasurers report. 
October 2020 – Resolution 29-20
	FY2020
	$571,184.03

	Total
	$571,184.03


MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 29-20:

	Moved:
	Commissioner DiAngelo

	Second:
	Commissioner Shannon

	Vote:
	7 Ayes, 0 Nays


MOTION TO APPROVE THE REMAINDER OF THE TREASURERS REPORT:

	Moved:
	Commissioner Shannon

	Second:
	Commissioner Wolk 

	Vote:
	Unanimous


FUND ATTORNEY: Fund Attorney said the key takeaway is that although we are not having in person meetings, we still need to comply with the open public meetings act. He said at a minimum the technology used for the meetings should allow for up to 50 people to attend in addition to the “normal” group. He said the Fund is in compliance of that aspect. He said most of the requirements are notices to the public. He also said notices of the zoom meeting should be posted at the location of the original meeting. 
AETNA: Mr. Silverstein reviewed the claims for August 2020. He said the average pepm was $1,401. He said there was 1 high claim over $50,000 for August.  He reviewed the dashboard and noted the metrics continue to perform well. He reviewed the Covid reporting included with the agenda. 
AMERIHEALTH: Ms. Strain reviewed the claims for September 2020. She said the average pepm was $687.71. She said there were no high claims for September.  She reviewed the Covid reporting included with the Agenda. 
EXPRESS SCRIPTS: Mr. Colalillo said the trend remains steady for 2020 , with a 5.7% increase currently. He said there are currently 3 categories that are the main focus for Covid treatment which are antibody therapy, antiviral therapy and interferon therapy. 
DENTAL ADMINISTRATOR: None
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS: None
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None


MOTION TO ADJOURN:

	Moved:
	Commissioner  Hill

	Second:
	Commissioner Maybury

	Vote:
	Unanimous




MEETING ADJOURNED:

NEXT MEETING: NOVEMBER 23, 2020
Karen Kamprath , Assisting Secretary
      for

JOSEPH WOLK, SECRETARY

(1)

