SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY REGIONAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND

OPEN MINUTES

OCTOBER 24, 2022
ZOOM MEETING
6:00 PM

Meeting of Executive Committee called to order by Chair Mevoli.  Open Public Meetings notice read into record.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL OF 2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
	Michael Mevoli, Chairman
	Borough of Brooklawn
	Present

	M. Joseph Wolk, Secretary
	Borough of Mt. Ephraim 
	Present 

	Louis Di Angelo
	Borough of Bellmawr 
	Present 

	Terry Shannon
	Borough of Barrington
	Present

	Edward Hill
  

Robert Maybury

Gary Passanante

Brian Morrell          
	CCBOSS

Mt. Holly MUA

Borough of Somerdale

Gloucester City
	Present
Present
Present

Present


APPOINTED PROFESSIONALS PRESENT:
	Executive Director/Adm.
	PERMA Risk Management Services
Brandon Lodics 
Emily Koval
Jordyn DeLorenzo



	Program Manager
	Conner Strong & Buckelew
Crystal Bailey
Peter Mina



	Attorney

Medical TPA – AmeriHealth
Medical TPA – Aetna

Express Scripts


	J. Kenneth Harris, Esq.

Kristina Strain
Jason Silverstein
Charles Yuk


	Treasurer
Delta Dental
	Elizabeth Pigliacelli
Brian Remlinger



OTHERS PRESENT:
Elizabeth Peddicord
Kevin Roche

Kim Porter

Scott Davenport

Suzanne Wood
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 26, 2022 Open
MOTION TO APPROVE OPEN MINUTES OF September 26, 2022:
	Moved:
	Commissioner Wolk

	Second:
	Commissioner DiAngelo

	Vote:
	All In Favor



CORRESPONDENCE – none.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Financial Fast Track - Mrs Koval stated that in August there was a small loss because the fund is about 2% over the projected claims budget for 2022 year to date. She said the financials show and increase in 2021 claims which is a little higher than expected for the month of August. PERMA is workig with Aetna to see if there was just a high claim that was process in August or if it is from something else. There will be more information at the next meeting. She said there is a statutory surplus of about $7.5 Million.
NEW MEMBERS – Mrs. Koval stated that as we see the increase at the state, the Fund has received a lot of applications. Many have been declined to quote but there are 5 or maybe 6 possible new members for 1/1/2023. The Finance Committee will be meeting on Friday to review and make a recommendation for all possible new members.

Mrs. Koval stated for the City of Camden, this group will be coming on Medicare Advantage only so there is no risk to the fund. We are only receiving their retirees. For Evesham Township will be coming on Medical and Rx. She said Riverside Township will be coming on Medical and Rx.  The resolution to join has been passed for Riverside so they are ready to join. She said Woodbury Heights and Gloucester Twp are both coming in with Medical and Rx from the state.
Mrs. Koval stated that we are also waiting for Delran Twp to decide on whether they want to join. There is a resolution in the agenda for approval of the groups discussed. 

MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 28-22 TO OFFER NEW MEMBERSHIP:
	MOTION:
	Commissioner Passanante

	SECOND:
	Commissioner Hill

	     ROLL CALL:
	 8 Ayes, 0 Nays


AETNA – Mrs. Koval stated that in 2021, Aetna missed the performance guarantee metric for member services.  The total payout is 2% of their fees or $89,642 which the Fund has already been received and put back into surplus.  

PROGRAM MANAGERS REPORT
Crystal Bailey reviewed the agenda reports:
COVERAGE UPDATES:

Ms. Bailey stated that the two listed prescription drugs remain the same for those who have COVID-19. 
EXPRESS SCRIPTS UPDATE

ESI’s 2023 Exclusion List has been released.  SNJHIF has 16 members impacted by the change. Impacted members, physicians, and pharmacists will be notified about the upcoming 2023 medication exclusions. The 2023 National Preferred Formulary list will be available late October/early November. The Program Manager sent the Exclusion List to all brokers with the SNJHIF’s specific aggregate impact information on September 8th.  

OPERATIONAL UPDATES: 
Open Enrollment – 1/1/23 (Passive) – Ms. Bailey stated that SNJHIF OE has started today, October 24th and will continue through November 4th. She said all OE updates should be completed in Benefit Express by November 11th to allow time for ID cards to be delivered to members by 1/1/23

NEW – Effective 1/1/23 – Ms. Bailey stated that the HIFs will include Gene Therapy under group’s medical plans through Aetna and AmeriHealth.  Benefit will be covered on a preferred network basis only.  Coverage will not be available through the pharmacy.

She said CVS Minute Clinic or Health Hub visits will be covered at $0 or no cost (HDHP) for all Aetna and AmeriHealth covered members.

2022 LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 
COVID -10

Ms. Bailey stated that the FREE Tests from the Government – No longer available effective September 2, 2022, due to lack of funding. Members who have ESI can obtain them from their pharmacy through ESI.
In response to Commissioner Shannon, Ms. Bailey stated that there are no changes for Virtua or Reconstructive Orthopedic. She said she checks in periodically with Aetna but there are no new updates yet. Jason Silverstein from Aetna stated that these are routine contract negotiations. He stated there is no cause for concern but if they were to not able to come to terms with them then letters would be sent out to members mid-November. 
Carrier Appeals:

	Submission Date
	Appeal Type/ Carrier
	Appeal Number
	Reason
	Determination
	Determination Date

	8/15/2022
	Medical/Aetna
	SNJ-2022-09-02
	Medical Necessity
	Upheld
	8/24/2022


IRO Submissions: 
	Submission Date
	Appeal Type/ Carrier
	Appeal Number
	Reason
	Determination
	Determination Date

	9/23/2022
	Medical/Aetna
	SNJ-2022-09-02
	Medical Necessity
	Upheld
	9/28/2022


TREASURER'S REPORT – Fund Treasurer Elizabeth Pigliacelli reviewed the bills list and treasurers report. 
Resolution 29-22 October 2022 Bills List
	TOTAL
	
	$761,311.25

	
	


MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLTUION 29-22:

	MOTION:
	Commissioner DiAngelo

	SECOND:
	Commissioner Maybury

	ROLL CALL:
	 8 Ayes, 0 Nays


FUND ATTORNEY: Fund Attorney Harris stated on October 13th, 2022 the Public Health Emergency was extended once again for another 90 day term which brings us into 2023 before it comes to an end.
AETNA: Mr. Silverstein reviewed the claims for August 2022.  The average PEPM was $1,791. He said August is running a little bit higher than usual. He said for August there were 2 claims over the $50,000 threshold totaling $173,258.91.  He reviewed the dashboard report and noted all metrics continue to perform well. 
AMERIHEALTH: Kristina Strain reviewed the claims reports for the month of September 2022. She stated that there was 1 high-cost claimants for the month of September in the excess of $50,000. Ms. Strain reviewed the COVID 19 report and stated there is nothing new with the numbers and they are staying consistent with previous reported. She stated that they are revamping their COVID reporting which will come out in 2023. 

EXPRESS SCRIPTS: Charles Yuk reviewed the dental reports for the month of August. He stated that total plan costs was $728,880. He stated the generic fill rate is doing great at 86.1%. The PEPM $155.34 which is down compared to this time last year. He said specialty plan Costs are at $312,245 which makes up for 40% of the total plan costs.
DENTAL ADMINISTRATOR: Brian Remlinger stated no report this month. 
OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: None 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None
MOTION TO ADJOURN:

	Moved:
	Commissioner Shannon

	Second:
	Commissioner Passanante

	Vote:
	All In Favor


MEETING ADJOURNED: 6:21pm
NEXT MEETING: November 28, 2022 6:00PM
Zoom
Jordyn DeLorenzo Assisting Secretary
      for
JOSEPH WOLK, SECRETARY

(1)

